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Observed Problems 

 

Missing sidewalk entrance 

No cross walks 

Sidewalks blocked with poles and vegetation 

Narrow sidewalks 

Lack of trash receptacles 

Quick moving traffic 

 

 

Walkability Checklist Score  
 

10/36 – Awful 

Walkability Score 
 

32/100 – Car 
Dependant 
http://www.walkscore.com/score/K
anawha-Boulevard-Charleston-
WV 
 



 

Problem: No Sidewalk Cut Outs to Cross Safely 

Location Description  

Kanawha Blvd E 
Between the blocks of 
Leon Sullivan and Brooks 

There is a cutout so that pedestrians may exit 
the river side of the boulevard, however no cut 
outs in the center barrier or on the sidewalk on 
the business side of the boulevard. Individuals 
with disabilities or small children cannot cross 
safely 
 
 

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Morris and Brooks 

There is a cutout on the river side of the 
Boulevard, but no cut out in the center barrier 
or on the business side of the Boulevard 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Kanawha Boulevard E 
Intersection of Morris 
and the Boulevard 

On the business side of the Boulevard, there 
are ramps to cross the street. However, the 
barrier on the river side of the Boulevard 
prevents anyone with a wheel chair and stroller 
from crossing safely 

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Intersection of Leon 
Sullivan and Kanawha 
Boulevard  

On the business side of the Boulevard there are 
ramps for pedestrians to cross. However, there 
are no cut outs on the river side for pedestrians 
to cross safely 

 
Problem: No Cross Walks 

Location Description  



Morris Street and 
Kanawha Boulevard 
Intersection 

There is not a pedestrian crossing button or 
cross walk lines on the road 
 
 

 
Brooks Street and 
Kanawha Boulevard 
Intersectin 

There is not a pedestrian crossing button or 
cross walk lines on the road. The thru lane light 
remains green while pedestrians cross creating 
the potential for an accident 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Intersection of 
McFarland and Kanawha 
Boulevard 

No cross walk button present or cross walk 
lines. The thru lane with continuously green 
light made it impossible to cross the street at 
this intersection. We had to cross at Capitol 
Street.  

 
Intersection of Leon 
Sullivan Way and 
Kanawha Boulevard 

No cross walk button present or cross walk 
lines to cross to the river side of the Boulevard. 
The thru lane made it difficult to cross 

 
Problem: Sidewalks blocked with vegetation 

Location Description  



Kanawha Blvd E 
Between the blocks of 
Leon Sullivan and Morris 

Part of the sidewalk closest to the road is 
becoming overgrown in vegetation causing a 
tripping hazard as well as difficulty for 
individuals with disabilities or small children 

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Morris and Brooks 

This part of the Boulevard between Morris and 
Brooks has overgrown shrubbery. 
 
 
 
 

 



Intersection of Brooks 
Street and Kanawha 
Boulevard 

The shrub was overgrown and prevented 
pedestrians from seeing oncoming traffic from 
Brooks Street. Pedestrians had to enter the 
street to view oncoming traffic.  

 
Problem: Lack of Trash Receptacles  

Location Description  

Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Capitol and McFarland 

We encountered one trash can on our four 
block audit. Unfortunately, it wasn’t placed in 
our assessment route. We passed it because 
we were unable to cross the street at 
McFarland and had to walk to Capitol Street to 
cross. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Problem: Narrow Sidewalks 

Location Description  



Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Leon Sullivan and Morris 

The sidewalk was so narrow we could only walk 
two persons wide. There was no barrier to 
separate oncoming traffic from pedestrians 

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Morris and Brooks 

The river side of the boulevard is very narrow 
and it was difficult for us to walk with 
pedestrians coming in the opposite direction. 
There is also no barrier between the sidewalk 
and river bank. 

 



Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Capitol Street and 
McFarland 

We had to press ourselves against this building 
because the sidewalks were narrow and there 
was no barrier between pedestrians and traffic. 
Notice the pedestrians in the street running 
between cars to cross.  

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
McFarland and Leon 
Sullivan Way 

The sidewalk is very narrow and difficult for 
pedestrians to move in both directions. There is 
no barrier between traffic and pedestrians. 

 
 



Examples of exemplary sidewalks 

Solution: Sidewalks with buffer and furniture zone 

Location Description  

Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Morris and Brooks 

The sidewalk is protected from oncoming 
traffic by a “furniture zone” that is 
approximately 2 feet wide and consists of signs, 
vegetation, and benches 

 
Kanawha Boulevard E 
Between the blocks of 
Capital and Summers 

The sidewalk is protected from oncoming 
traffic by a narrow birm on the street as well as 
a furniture zone consisting of lights and signs. 
There are also posts to serve as a barrier 
between pedestrians and traffic 

 
 


